
1 What kind of boat?

Sail ?  

Look for a full service company that has: 

Selection: A good selection of both 
new and used boats so you have a 
cross section of boats to see. �This 
will help you understand what’s 
available and how the di�erent 
models would suit your needs. 

Friendly, profesional and trained sta�
This is a long-term relationship, Choose 
a company with people who sincerely 
care about you and your experience. 
Work with licensed and trained people 
you like. You may not know the kind of 
boat you want when you start, but you 
know the kind of experience you want. 
Ask questions and use helpful, friendly 
and knowledgeable people. 

Extended Services
Does the brokerage have an 
In-House Service Department?  
Trained techs you can call for help? 
Can they provide you with boat 
training or lessons? Do they have 
financing and insurance services? 
A full service company will make 
the buying and ownership 
experience smooth and exciting.  

Power ?  Not Sure?

DETERMINE

WHERE and HOW you will use your boat?  
What FEATURES you want. Boats 
invariably include some compromise so 
prioritize. 
What SIZE? Who will you boat with? 
BUDGET? Will you pay cash or finance? 
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Where to go for help and advice: 

Depending upon your time, tastes and lifestyle, this plays a big part 
in whether you buy a new or used boat.

Want a TURN-KEY experience or do you have time and enjoy PROJECTS? 
A used boat almost always requires some maintenance and repairs. Have 
a service company who can back you up or be prepared to do the small 
projects on your own.  The marine industry employs a lot of small 
contractors so it's not always easy finding reliable resources. If time is a 

commodity for you, a new boat may be the best choice. If you simply can't 
a�ord a new boat, and don't have the time or skill to take on projects from 
time-to-time, then we recommend you buy a used boat that is as new as possible.  

3 New or Used? 

New Boats

Used Boats

Sold by factory appointed dealers who are factory trained 
and knowledgeable.

Features the latest in material and technological 
improvements; lower maintenance costs over time.  

Delivered with a full manufacturer warranty so any issues 
that arise are handled by the dealer. 

Cost more than used but have a higher resale value and lower 
cost of ownership. 

Trouble-free operation and ownership experiences right 
from the start. 

May require retrofit and most likely repair work at the time 
of purchase. 
Ongoing maintenance may be higher as as the older systems 
deteriorate more rapidly in marine environments. 

You don't know the maintenance history or if it has been in an 
accident. 

Not many late model used boats on the market so you are 
buying older models.
If it is a newer used boat, it may have a transferable warranty 
(Beneteau o�ers this on all their boat models).

The used boat buying process:4

The seller either 
accepts the o�er or 
makes a counter-o�er 

If the boat is older, 
obtain an engine 
survey and if a 
sailboat, a rig survey.

Your broker writes up a formal 
o�er to present to the owner 
with your purchase 
contingencies including 
purchase price, completion of 
a marine survey and financing

Upon final seller 
acceptance, you will 
secure financing, 
schedule a survey and 
a test ride.

For your protection, choose 
brokers who are members 
of professional 
organizations such as CYBA 
or CPYB.

Marine surveyors will inspect the boat carefully and provide a written report. 
The survey will reveal any repair or structural issues with the boat. 

You will find good surveyors at the Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors 
(SAMS) and the National Association of Marine Surveyors (NAMS) websites.

New boat buying process:5

You enter into a contract 
with the boat dealer for 
the new boat. You 
schedule a demo sail, 
they help you secure your 
financing, and finalize all 
your equipment add-ons. 

A big benefit of buying new is that it comes with a 
warranty. Some warranties are transferable. Find out what 
the warranty includes (engine, hull, components, 
accessories, service, etc.) and find out about the service 
that you will receive if something fails. Warranties vary in 
length of time, so ask. A boat under warranty makes 
ownership easier if something does go wrong. For most 
people, warranties are valuable and an important factor 
that should influence your decision.

It will be 
prepped for 
your delivery. 

Expect a full day 
initially to introduce you 
to all the boat systems 
and operation and be 
trained on your new 
boat by the service 
department.  

Inquire as to the 
follow-up services 
you can obtain and 
expect from the 
dealership.  New boat warranties: 

The Test Drive/Sail: 6

If you’re purchasing a used 
boat, the seller must accept your 
o�er first before a test ride can be 

scheduled. If you need financing, 
you may have to secure this 

before the test ride is scheduled.

If you decide on 
a new boat, the 

dealer will 
take you out 
on a test 

ride at your 
convenience. 
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Financing & Insurance:7

You can either write a check 
for the purchase or finance 
it. Depending on the type of 
boat and its 
accommodations, your boat 
may qualify as a “second 
home” so you can take a tax 
deduction. Check with your 
tax advisor.

You will also need to insure your new boat. 
Because boats are a specialty, going through a 
marine insurance specialist will give you the best 
rates. Taking boating safety classes can reduce 
your rates.  

For financing, go through a knowledgeable marine 
lender who specializes in boat loans. Your dealer 
can recommend the best companies with the best 
rates and terms. 

The boat needs to be titled. It will either be state registered or documented 
with the US Coast Guard). If financed, the bank takes care of the registration 
process. If you pay cash, your dealer can usually assist you with either 
procedure. 

Passage Nautical Enterprises is a full service boat dealer. We are the exclusive Beneteau sailboat and powerboat 
Dealer, premier Lagoon Dealer and o�er a large selection of pre-owned boats. We are an ASA (American Sailing 

Association) school with powerboat and sailboat training and boat rentals. Our full service approach assures your 
enjoyment of your boating lifestyle, from our award-winning Service Department which o�ers repairs, installation, 

concierge services, Beneteau parts and a lifetime service relationship, to our training academy, educational seminar 
series and world-class yachts.

We  provide financing and insurance services. Our Boat-As-A-Business workshop informs you how to receive tax 
savings through charter placement programs. We host monthly test rides, educational workshops and other VIP 
events about the boating lifestyle. For 30+ years, we have been making people’s boating dreams a reality. Let us 

help you with yours.

PASSAGE NAUTICAL

Learning to use your new boat. 8

Boating is not di�cult, 
but driving or sailing a 
boat, like anything else, 
is a skill.

Operating a powerboat is NOT like 
driving a car. Knowing how to handle 
wind, waves, tides, currents, weather, 
and other boat tra�c are all factors 
that come into play for a safe day out 
on the water.

Knowing the Rules of The Road is also 
critical, so before you head out for your 
first solo boat ride.

Take a course from the U.S. Power Squadron 
or the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. There is 
also an online course available at the 
BoatUS Online Boating Course. The more 
you know, the safer you’ll be.

There are also on-line sailing basics through 
the American Sailing Association (ASA) - 
Your First Sail.

In sum, while buying a boat is less complicated than buying a home, it is still the 2nd 
largest investment most people make, so choose an experienced broker with enough 

services to make your boating experience and ownership safe and enjoyable. 

Want to make boating 
part of your lifestyle? This 
guide will help you get 
the most out of the 
buying experience while 
avoiding some pitfalls in 
the process.


